Reconstruction of the temporomandibular joint by the transfer of the free vascularised second metatarsal.
We present our experience of a series of patients who presented for salvage reconstruction of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) for relief of pain. Reconstruction was achieved by transfer of the free vascularised second metatarsal. This technique has been used for a total of seven TMJ reconstructions in five patients. We describe the surgical anatomy, technique and results during the last 18 years. One joint failed but the other six surviving joints continue to provide adequate pain-free function. We advocate this technique for autogenous salvage reconstruction in joints that have been previously operated on unsuccessfully.